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 V
eterinary experts have suggested for a num

ber of y
ears that large scale  

com
m

ercial seal hunting operations are inherently i
nhum

ane—
not necessarily 

because of the tools used by sealers, but because o
f  the inability of sealers 

to apply hum
ane killing techniques in the field env

ironm
ents they w

ork in, the  
inability of authorities to m

onitor the killing and enforce regulations, and  
the speed at w

hich the killing m
ust be conducted.  

 A
 2007 study of the com

m
ercial seal hunt, conducted

 by a E
uropean team

  
of veterinarians and zoologists said of the C

anadia
n com

m
ercial seal  hunt, 

 “E
U

 and C
anadian w

elfare standards in slaughterhou
ses require that  

unconsciousness is induced painlessly and w
ithout t

he need to repeat the  
application of the stunning m

ethod. T
he m

ethods of 
hunting seals in  

C
anada fall short of this expectation, and the larg

e num
ber of anim

als  
involved each year m

eans that this m
ethod of huntin

g should be considered 
unacceptable.” In her 2007 analysis, D

r. M
ary R

icha
rdson, a C

anadian  
veterinary expert in hum

ane slaughter m
ethods, stat

ed, “C
anada’s com

m
ercial  

seal hunt…cannot be m
ade acceptably hum

ane according to C
anad

ian and  
international standards of hum

ane slaughter. H
istor

y and the best available science show
s that C

anada’
s com

m
ercial seal 

hunt is inherently inhum
ane.”  
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 D

espite countless veterinary recom
m

endations over t
he past fifty years, and m

any changes to regulation
s, veterinary and 

video evidence confirm
s com

m
ercial seal hunting con

tinues to result in unacceptable levels of cruelty.
 A

s one official 
observer of the C

anadian seal hunt stated in the 19
66, “T

he only w
ay to prevent cruelty altogether is 

to abolish the 
industry, and this could only be attained if the de

m
and for pelts and oil w

as to cease.”  
 E

nding the international trade in seal products w
il

l rem
ove the financial incentives for fisherm

en 
to kill seals, and save m

illions of anim
als from

 a 
horrible fate. It w

ill also m
otivate governm

ents 
to finally invest in m

ore lucrative, safe and susta
inable opportunities for those affected.  

 O
nly a strong ban on seal product trade—

w
ithout exe

m
ptions for hum

ane slaughter m
ethods 

that cannot exist in practice—can end the suffering of seals, and m
eet the expec

tations of  
E

uropeans and their P
arliam

entarians.  
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 N
o. M

ore than 50 years of veterinary evidence prove
s that seal hunters routinely  

fail to abide by the few
 regulations that exist to 

protect seals. T
his clear disregard  

for the law
 does not necessarily exist because seal

ers are intentionally cruel, but  
because the physical environm

ent in w
hich seal hunt

s operate do not perm
it the  

application of hum
ane slaughter m

ethods in a consis
tent m

anner.  
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 “T
he area that they m

ust patrol is very extensive, 
the num

ber of sealers is large, and sealing operati
ons are m

ultifaceted. 
F

or these reasons it is im
possible to keep all part

s of the seal hunt under close supervision at all t
im

es.” 
- R

oyal C
om

m
ission on S

eals and the S
ealing Industr

y, 1986 
 

N
o. C

om
m

ercial seal hunts occur in rem
ote areas, in

 harsh environm
ental 

conditions, over vast areas. C
anada’s com

m
ercial se

al hunt, for exam
ple, occurs 

over an area of ocean larger than the size of F
ranc

e. It is conducted by thousands 
of com

m
ercial fisherm

en w
orking from

 hundreds of se
aling vessels, spread out 

over thousands of m
iles. In m

any areas, the hunting
 occurs so far offshore that 

helicopters are unable to reach the area. V
eterinar

y reports have confirm
ed for 

decades that the com
m

ercial seal hunt is not being 
effectively m

onitored. 
Independent m

onitoring poses an even greater challe
nge. N

o sealing country 
allow

s open access to N
G

O
s or the public to m

onitor
 the killing. N

G
O

 observers 
face the sam

e environm
ental obstacles as governm

ent
 m

onitors, and the cost of 
m

onitoring hunting in rem
ote locations is prohibiti

ve.  
 N

o party—
w

hether governm
ental or non-governm

ental—
c

an adequately m
onitor com

m
ercial seal hunts—

and w
it

hout an 
ability to m

onitor the killing, there is no w
ay reg

ulations can be enforced.  
    

W
ith veterinary evidence consistently show

ing unacc
eptable levels of cruelty at the C

anadian com
m

ercia
l seal hunt, m

any 
people have asked if a com

bination of stronger regu
lations, better enforcem

ent, and training for seal 
hunters could address 

the problem
. A

n exam
ination of the factors surround

ing com
m

ercial seal hunts show
s w

hy these m
easures 

w
ill never stop 

the cruelty, and w
hy industrial scale slaughters of

 seals are inherently inhum
ane.   
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 V
eterinary authorities the w

orld over have produced
 guidelines on w

hat constitutes “hum
ane euthanasia.

” T
hose 

guidelines and num
erous veterinary studies, and the

 E
F

S
A

 S
cientific O

pinion on the  
A

nim
al W

elfare A
spects of the K

illing and S
kinning 

of S
eals suggest the  

follow
ing four-step process should be perform

ed to 
adhere to international  

hum
ane slaughter standards: 

 
1) 

S
tunning the seal w

ith one blow
 or bullet to the sk

ull 
2) 

Im
m

ediately checking for unconsciousness through a 
corneal reflex test 

3) 
Im

m
ediately bleeding the seal out 

4) 
R

em
aining w

ith the seals throughout the bleeding pr
ocess to ensure they 

do not regain consciousness 
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 N

o. T
here are no countries w

ith com
m

ercial seal hun
ts that require the steps outlined above. T

he absen
ce of these 

requirem
ents in all sealing regulations in the w

orl
d, despite repeated recom

m
endations by veterinary e

xperts over the past 
half-century, suggests governm

ents are w
ell aw

are s
ealers w

ould be unable to carry out hum
ane slaughte

r in the field 
environm

ents in w
hich seal hunts occur.  
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 N
o. T

he field environm
ents in w

hich large-scale com
m

ercial seal hunts operate m
ake it im

possible for s
ealers to apply 

hum
ane killing techniques in an effective or consis

tent w
ay. C

anada’s com
m

ercial seal hunt—
the largest

 slaughter of 
m

arine m
am

m
als on earth—

occurs far offshore, on uns
table sea ice, often in extrem

e w
eather conditions 

and low
 

visibility. In 1977, D
r. H

arry R
ow

sell, a veterinar
ian appointed by the C

anadian governm
ent to observe

 the com
m

ercial 
seal hunt, noted, “S

ealing is, in fact, a slaughter
 operation and seals should be given the sam

e consi
deration and concern 

given to dom
estic anim

als in the abattoir.” H
ow

ever
, unlike in an abattoir, seals are not physically r

estrained during the 
stunning process, leading to a high level of inaccu

rate head shots and blow
s, and unacceptable sufferi

ng.  
 M

oreover, sealers are under enorm
ous pressure to ki

ll seals quickly and leave the area—
for their ow

n s
afety, the security 

of their vessels, and because of the high cost of o
perating vessels  

at the seal hunt. It is im
portant to note that if h

um
ane  

slaughter guidelines w
ere to be applied, sealers 

w
ould be unable to kill seals on ice that w

ould  
not support the w

eight of the sealer during 
the clubbing, testing and bleeding process;  
shoot at seals w

hen unable to guarantee  
an accurate head shot; club seals w

hen  
unable to guarantee an accurate blow

  
to the skull; kill seals in or near open  
w

ater; or shoot at seals from
 long  

distances. 
 In theory, this w

ould m
ake it 

im
possible for virtually every 

industrial scale com
m

ercial  
seal hunt to operate.  
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