Veterinary experts have suggested for a numbeeafsythat large scale
commercial seal hunting operations are inherentiymane—not necessarily
because of the tools used by sealers, but becéube mability of sealers

to apply humane killing techniques in the field omments they work in, the
inability of authorities to monitor the killing arehforce regulations, and

the speed at which the killing must be conducted.

A 2007 study of the commercial seal hunt, condubted European team

of veterinarians and zoologists said of the Camad@nmercial seal hunt,

“EU and Canadian welfare standards in slaughtex@®uequire that

unconsciousness is induced painlessly and with@ubéeed to repeat the

application of the stunning method. The methodsuriting seals in

Canada fall short of this expectation, and thedangmber of animals

involved each year means that this method of hgreirould be considered

unacceptable.” In her 2007 analysis, Dr. Mary Ridean, a Canadian

veterinary expert in humane slaughter methodsgté4€Canada’s commercial © Humane Society International
seal hunt..cannot be made acceptably humane according to @ananld

international standards of humane slaughter. Histod the best available science shows that Camadaimercial seal
hunt is inherently inhumane.”

Despite countless veterinary recommendations dsepast fifty years, and many changes to regulstiegterinary and
video evidence confirms commercial seal huntindiooes to result in unacceptable levels of cruelg/one official
observer of the Canadian seal hunt stated in t66,1Fhe only way to prevent cruelty altogethetasbolish the
industry, and this could only be attained if thended for pelts and oil was to cease.” y

Ending the international trade in seal product$ minove the financial incentives for fisherm i 1&)

to kill seals, and save millions of animals frorharible fate. It will also motivate governmen A‘.WJ ~ i

to finally invest in more lucrative, safe and susthle opportunities for those affected.

Only a strong ban on seal product trade—withoutrgtens for humane slaughter methods ,ﬁv

that cannot exist in practicecan end the suffering of seals, and meet the ¢ati@as of

Europeans and their Parliamentarians. HUMANE SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL
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With veterinary evidence consistently showing umegtable levels of cruelty at the Canadian commkeseial hunt, many

people have asked if a combination of strongerletigms, better enforcement, and training for $eaiters could address

the problem. An examination of the factors surrongdommercial seal hunts shows why these measuliesever stop No. More than 50 years of veterinary evidence psdbat seal hunters routinely

the cruelty, and why industrial scale slaughterseafls are inherently inhumane. fail to abide by the few regulations that exisptotect seals. This clear disregard
for the law does not necessarily exist becauseseate intentionally cruel, but
because the physical environment in which sealshopérate do not permit the
application of humane slaughter methods in a ctargisnanner.

Veterinary authorities the world over have produgeiielines on what constitutes “humane euthariaEse

guidelines and numerous veterinary studies, an&EB®A Scientific Opinion on the

Animal Welfare Aspects of the Killing and SkinninfSeals suggest the

following four-step process should be performeddbere to international “The area that they must patrol is very extendive , number of sealers is large, and sealing opeitire multifaceted.

humane slaughter standards: For these reasons it is impossible to keep alsparthe seal hunt under close supervision airaég.”

- Royal Commission on Seals and the Sealing Inglusd86
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1) Stunning the seal with one blow or bullet to thalkk

2) Immediately checking for unconsciousness througbraeal reflex test No. Commercial seal hunts occur in remote aredsaish environmental
3) Immediately bleeding the seal out conditions, over vast areas. Canada’s commerahhsmt, for example, occurs
4) Remaining with the seals throughout the bleedinggss to ensure they over an area of ocean larger than the size of Brdhis conducted by thousands
do not regain consciousness of commercial fishermen working from hundreds dlsey vessels, spread out
over thousands of miles. In many areas, the humticgrs so far offshore that
© Humane Society International/ B. Skerry helicopters are unable to reach the area. Vetgriegorts have confirmed for
decades that the commercial seal hunt is not keffegtively monitored.
No. There are no countries with commercial seatditirat require the steps outlined above. The aaseithese Independent monitoring poses an even greater cigaglléNo sealing country
requirements in all sealing regulations in the wpodespite repeated recommendations by veteringgres over the past allows open access to NGOs or the public to momiterkilling. NGO observers
half-century, suggests governments are well aneaiess would be unable to carry out humane slaughtie field face the same environmental obstacles as govermmanitors, and the cost of
environments in which seal hunts occur. monitoring hunting in remote locations is prohipiti
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No party—whether governmental or non-governmentar-adequately monitor commercial seal hunts—anlonttan

ability to monitor the killing, there is no way négtions can be enforced.
No. The field environments in which large-scale owencial seal hunts operate make it impossibledatess to apply
humane killing techniques in an effective or comsisway. Canada’s commercial seal hunt—the larglasghter of
marine mammals on earth—occurs far offshore, otabies sea ice, often in extreme weather conditamslow
visibility. In 1977, Dr. Harry Rowsell, a veterinan appointed by the Canadian government to obsheveommercial
seal hunt, noted, “Sealing is, in fact, a slaughpmration and seals should be given the samedsrasion and concern
given to domestic animals in the abattoir.” Howewslike in an abattoir, seals are not physicadtrained during the
stunning process, leading to a high level of inaateuhead shots and blows, and unacceptable sufferi
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Moreover, sealers are under enormous pressurdél seélls quickly and leave the area—for their owafety, the security
of their vessels, and because of the high cosperfating vessels
at the seal hunt. It is important to note thatufrfane

slaughter guidelines were to be applied, sealers

would be unable to kill seals on ice that would

not support the weight of the sealer during

the clubbing, testing and bleeding process;

shoot at seals when unable to guarantee

an accurate head shot; club seals when

unable to guarantee an accurate blow

to the skull; kill seals in or near open

water; or shoot at seals from long

distances.

In theory, this would make it
impossible for virtually every
industrial scale commercial
seal hunt to operate.
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