think tank. In February, Bella had h r dayint n as a candidate

Congressional Dog'q.o Contest, along with about 100 other dogs b
longing to members of Congress and their staffs who vied for titles
such as Barker of the House, Senate Pawjority Leader, Elder
Statesdog, and Best Campaigner. But it was the stories of

Lex, an 8-year-old bomb-sniffing Gi\Gh herd, and

Hero, a cute little mixed breed orphanéd in

that stole the show when Reps. Walter Jones,

R-N.C., and Paul Hodes, D-N.H., were recog-

nized with crystal bone-shaped plaques

for uniting the dogs with the fa-

milies of soldiers who had be-
friended them before being .
killed in the line of duty. '

— Andy MacAlpine
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