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Appendix F
Ordinance from City and 
County of Honolulu, Hawaii
(Article 6 of Chapter 7, which can be found at

www.co.honolulu.hi.us/refs/roh/7.htm)



Article 6. Cat Identification Program

Sections:
7-6.1 Definitions.
7-6.2 Identification required.
7-6.3 Owner–Exception.
7-6.4 Removal of cat identification.
7-6.5 Cats released to the Hawaiian Humane Society.
7-6.6 Sterilization of cats.
7-6.7 Enforcement.
7-6.8 Penalty.

Sec. 7-6.1 Definitions.
For the purposes of this article:
“At large” means: (1) On the premises of a person other than an owner

of the cat, without the consent of an occupant or owner of such premises,
or (2) on a public street, on public or private school grounds, or in any
other public place, except when under the control of an owner by leash,
cord, chain, or other similar means of physical restraint that is not more
than eight feet in length.

“Identification” means: (1) a collar or tag worn by a cat which includes
the current name, address, and telephone number of the owner, or (2) an
ear tag issued by the Hawaiian Humane Society, or (3) a microchip regis-
tering the owner with the National Computer Recovery Network or the
Hawaiian Humane Society.

“Impounded cat” means any cat released to or under the custody of or
control of the Hawaiian Humane Society.

“Person” includes corporations, estates, associations, partnerships and
trusts, and one or more individual human beings. (Added by Ord. 95-21)

Sec. 7-6.2 Identification required.
It shall be unlawful for any person to be an owner of a cat over six months
of age unless the person maintains an identification worn by the cat. This
section shall not apply to cats in quarantine and cats brought into the city
exclusively for the purpose of entering them in a cat show or cat exhibition
and not allowed to be at large. (Added by Ord. 95-21)

Sec. 7-6.3 Owner–Exception.
“Owner” means any person owning, harboring or keeping, or providing
care or sustenance for a cat, whether registered or not, or having custody
of a cat, whether temporarily or permanently. This definition shall not
apply to any person who has notified the Hawaiian Humane Society of the
cat at large that the person has taken into possession and:
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(1) Who is or will be transporting the cat to the Hawaiian Humane Society;
or
(2) Who has made arrangements with the Hawaiian Humane Society to
have the cat picked up by the Hawaiian Humane Society. (Added by Ord.
95-21)

Sec. 7-6.4 Removal of cat identification.
It shall be unlawful for any person other than an officer of or a person
authorized by the Hawaiian Humane Society to remove any identification
from any cat not owned by the person. (Added by Ord. 95-21)

Sec. 7-6.5 Cats released to the Hawaiian
Humane Society.
(a) Any person who takes into the person’s possession any cat at large shall
immediately notify the Hawaiian Humane Society and shall release the cat
to the Hawaiian Humane Society upon request.
(b) In the case of any cat released to the Hawaiian Humane Society wear-
ing an identification, the Hawaiian Humane Society shall make a reason-
able attempt to notify the owner by telephone and shall send written notice
to the owner. The cat shall be held by the Hawaiian Humane Society for not
less than nine days, after which time the Hawaiian Humane Society may
return the cat to the person who had released the cat to the Hawaiian
Humane Society, offer the cat for adoption, or euthanize the cat, if not
sooner recovered by the owner. An owner wishing to recover the cat shall
pay a daily impoundment fee of $2.50 for each full day, or fraction thereof,
that the cat is held by the Hawaiian Humane Society.
(c) In the case of any cat released to the Hawaiian Humane Society not
wearing an identification, the Hawaiian Humane Society shall hold the cat
for not less than 48 hours, after which time the Hawaiian Humane Society
may return the cat to the person who had released the cat to the Hawaiian
Humane Society, offer the cat for adoption, or euthanize the cat, if not
sooner recovered by a person claiming ownership. If a person claiming own-
ership seeks to recover the cat, the person shall pay a daily impoundment
fee of $2.50 for each full day, or fraction thereof, that the cat is held at the
Hawaiian Humane Society.
(d) Any cat released to the Hawaiian Humane Society with a “notched ear,”
indicative of a sterilized feral cat, shall be held at the Hawaiian Humane
Society for not less than nine days, after which time the Hawaiian Humane
Society may return the cat to the person who had released the cat to the
Hawaiian Humane Society, offer the cat for adoption, or euthanize the cat,
if not sooner recovered by a person claiming ownership. If a person claim-
ing ownership seeks to recover the cat, the person shall pay a daily
impoundment fee of $2.50 for each full day, or fraction thereof, that the
cat is held at the Hawaiian Humane Society.
(e) If a cat released to the Hawaiian Humane Society is not recovered by
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the owner, the person who had released the cat to the Hawaiian Humane
Society shall have the right of first refusal for permanent custody and own-
ership of the cat. (Added by Ord. 95-21)

Sec. 7-6.6 Sterilization of cats.
It shall be unlawful for a cat owner to allow a cat over the age of six months
to be at large unless the cat has been sterilized by a veterinarian. (Added
by Ord. 95-21)

Sec. 7-6.7 Enforcement.
An impounded cat for which an identification is not maintained by an
owner may not be released by the Hawaiian Humane Society to a person
claiming ownership of the cat until the owner complies with the identifi-
cation requirements of this article. If an impounded cat, with or without
identification, has not been sterilized, the person claiming ownership may
be cited by an officer of the Hawaiian Humane Society for a violation of Sec-
tion 7-6.6. The penalty for violating Section 7-6.6 shall be waived upon
proof of sterilization of the cat by a veterinarian furnished to the Hawaiian
Humane Society within 30 days after the date the citation was issued.
(Added by Ord. 95-21)

Sec. 7-6.8 Penalty.
Any person found guilty of violating any of the provisions of this article
shall be fined not more than $100.00. (Added by Ord. 95-21)

110 Community Approaches to Feral Cats



Glossary
Abandoned cat: a cat who has been deliberately left behind during a move
or taken to a place distant from the home and left. These cats initially are
usually fairly well socialized.

Alter: to sterilize; synonymous with spay/neuter.

Caretaker/caregiver: a person who claims responsibility for a cat. Often
used to refer to people who are caring for feral cats.

Castration: to remove the male cat’s testicles; synonymous with neutering.

Colony: a group of three or more free-roaming cats, not including young
kittens too young to reproduce. 

Euthanasia: the humane death of a cat, performed by a veterinarian or
other trained individual—such as a euthanasia technician at an animal
shelter—using the methods approved by groups such as The HSUS.

Feral cat: a cat who is too unsocialized (wild) to be handled and placed in
a typical pet home. The cat may have be born to feral parents or may be a
stray or abandoned cat who has become unsocialized.

Free-roaming: a cat who is allowed to wander at will off the owner’s prop-
erty or who is not confined in any way; synonymous with free-ranging.

Managed feral cat colony: a colony of cats in which TTVAR-M has been or
is being performed. Testing for feline leukemia (FeLV) and/or feline
immunosuppressive virus (FIV) may or may not be done.

Neutering: the surgical removal of the testicles in male cats, rendering
them sterile. Can also be used to refer to either male or female surgeries.
Synonymous with sterilization.

Owner: a person who claims some level of responsibility for or connection
with a cat, generally tame and socialized.

Socialized: a cat who is not afraid of people, particularly in a familiar envi-
ronment; often used synonymously with tame.

Spaying: the surgical removal of the female reproductive tract, including
the ovaries and the uterus (womb).

Sterilization: the general term for spaying or neutering pets so that they
are unable to reproduce.
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Sterilization, low-cost: surgery performed at an actual cost low enough to
be affordable to a large percentage of the local population, i.e., if a surgery
costs the owner/caretaker $30 and it costs the veterinarian $25, then it is
a low-cost spay or neuter. Commonly used incorrectly to refer to inexpen-
sive surgeries. 

Sterilization, subsidized: spay or neuter surgery in which the difference in
cost between what the caretaker/owner pays and what the surgery costs
the veterinarian is paid for by someone other than the caretaker/owner to
make the surgery affordable to a large percentage of the local population,
i.e., if the owner/caretaker pays $10 and it costs the veterinarian $30, then
the veterinarian or some other group must pay the difference. Most spays
and neuters referred to as “low-cost” are actually subsidized. 

Stray cat: a currently or recently owned cat lost from the home. The owner
may be looking for the cat and the cat may or may not be reunited with the
owner. Such a cats is usually fairly well socialized.

Tame: a typical pet cat who is friendly towards people, especially famil-
iar ones.

Trap, neuter, and return (TNR): a general approach to controlling feral cats
that includes sterilization of the cats and return to their original location.
Other health care may or may not be provided and ongoing care, while usu-
ally available, may not be present.

Trap, remove, and euthanize: the opposite approach from trap, neuter, and
return. Cats are euthanized after removal from the colony.

Trap, remove, and relocate: feral cats are transferred to a new colony site,
usually in the country or on a farm, or may be placed into cat sanctuaries
where they are confined and receive care for the rest of their lives. In rare
instances, feral cats may be socialized and placed into homes.

Trap, test, vaccinate, alter, return, monitor/manage (TTVAR-M): a specific
level of care under the general trap, neuter, return approach. “Test” means
that cats are tested for feline leukemia (FeLV) and/or feline immunosup-
pressive virus (FIV). In many situations where cats are tested, positive cats
are not returned to the colony. Testing is the component of TTVAR-M which
is most likely to be omitted. Vaccination, at least for rabies, is required
(except in Hawaii and countries that are rabies-free). Vaccination for the
respiratory and distemper viruses and for feline leukemia are optional.

Vasectomy: a surgical procedure in male cats that makes them unable to
fertilize a female but does not remove the testicles or alter the typical male
cat behaviors.
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Resources

Publications
Animal Control Management: A Guide for Local Governments. 2001. Pub-
lished by the International City/County Management Association. Avail-
able from The HSUS (see National Organizations).

Animal Sheltering. Published bimonthly by The HSUS. Subscriptions: $11
for one year, $16 for two years. Contact Animal Sheltering, c/o The HSUS
(see National Organizations), or visit www.AnimalSheltering.org.

Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control, 2001. Available
through the National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians,
c/o Suzanne R. Jenkins, VMD, MPH, Virginia Department of Health,
Office of Epidemiology, P.O. Box 2448, Room 113, Richmond, VA 23218.
Also available online at www.avma.org/pubhlth/rabcont.asp.

NACA News. Published bimonthly by the National Animal Control Associ-
ation. Subscriptions: $25 per year, free for members. Contact NACA (see
National Organizations).

Protecting Animals. Published quarterly by the American Humane Associ-
ation. Subscriptions: free with AHA membership. Contact AHA (see
National Organizations).

Shelter Pages. The “Yellow Pages” of the animal care and control field,
listing products and services ranging from cat confinement systems to
veterinary supplies. Cost: $7.95, free with a subscription to Animal Shel-
tering magazine. Contact The HSUS (see National Organizations).
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National 
Organizations
Alley Cat Allies
1801 Belmont Rd., NW
Suite 201
Washington, DC 20009
202-667-3630
Fax: 202-667-3640
E-mail: alleycat@alleycat.org
www.alleycat.org

American Humane 
Association (AHA)

63 Inverness Dr. E.
Englewood, CO 80112
303-792-9900
E-mail: animal@americanhu-

mane.org
www.americanhumane.org
www.AHAShelterCentral.org

American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA)

1931 N. Meacham Rd.
Suite 100
Schaumburg, IL 60173
800-248-2862
Fax: 847-925-1329
E-mail: AVMAINFO@avma.org
www.avma.org

Cat Fanciers Association (CFA)
P.O. Box 1005
Manasquan, NJ 08736-0805
732-528-9797
Fax: 732-528-7391
E-mail: cfa@cfainc.org
www.cfainc.org

Doris Day Animal League
227 Massachusetts Ave., NE
Suite 100
Washington, DC 20002
202-546-1761
Fax: 202-546-2193
E-mail: ddal@aol.org
www.ddal.org

The Humane Society of the 
United States (HSUS)

2100 L St., NW
Washington, DC 20037
202-452-1100
Fax: 301-258-3081
E-mail: asi@hsus.org
www.hsus.org
www.AnimalSheltering.org

National Animal Control 
Association (NACA)

P.O. Box 480851
Kansas City, MO 64148 
800-828-6474
E-mail: naca@interserv.com
www.nacanet.org

SPAY/USA
750 Port Washington Blvd.
Port Washington, NY 11050
800-248-SPAY
Fax: 516-767-9384
www.spayusa.org

Universities Federation 
for Animal Welfare

The Old School
Brewhouse Hill
Wheathampstead
Hertfordshire AL4 8AN
United Kingdom
Phone: 44 (0) 1582 831818 
Fax: 44 (0) 1582 831414
E-mail: ufaw@ufaw.org.uk
www.ufaw.org.uk
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Local and Regional
Organizations
Aggie Feral Cat Alliance of 

Texas 
Department of Veterinary 

Anatomy and Public Health
College of Veterinary Medicine
Texas A&M University
College Station, TX 77843-4458
979-862-4569
E-mail: Afcat@cvm.tamu.edu
www.cvm.tamu.edu/afcat

Animal Birth Control
Dr. Marvin Mackie
11314 W. Pico Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90064
310-444-3114 
Fax: 310-444-1469

Cat Care Society
5985 West 11th Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80214
303-239-9690
www.catcaresociety.org

Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Police Department

Animal Control Bureau 
8315 Byrum Dr.
Charlotte, NC 28217
704-336-6695
Fax: 704-336-5709

City of Cape May, New Jersey
John Queenan
Director of Animal Control 

and Code Enforcement
643 Washington St. 
Cape May, NJ 08204-2397
609-884-9525

Feral Cat Coalition
9528 Miramar Rd., #160
San Diego, CA 92131
619-497-1599
E-mail: rsavage@feralcat.com
www.feralcat.com

Feral Cat Spay/Neuter Program
13619 Mukilteo Speedway
Suite D-5, #122, 
Lynnwood, WA 98037-1606
206-528-8125
E-mail: fcsnpquestions

@hotmail.com
www.spaycat.org

Forgotten Felines of 
Sonoma County

1275 Fourth St., #366
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
707-576-7999
www.forgottenfelines.com

Forsyth County Animal Shelter
1200 Fairchild Dr.
Winston-Salem, NC 27105
336-767-6293
Fax: 336-744-5289

Fort Wayne Animal Care 
and Control

Belinda Lewis
3020 Hillegas Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46808
E-mail: Belinda.Lewis

@ci.ft-wayne.in.us

Hawaiian Humane Society
2700 Waialae Ave.  
Honolulu, HI 96826-1899
808-946-2187
www.hawaiihumane.org
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Longwood Gardens
P.O. Box 501 
Kennett Square, PA 19348-0501
610-388-1000
www.longwoodgardens.org

Marin Humane Society (MHS)
171 Bel Marin Keys Blvd.
Novato, CA 94949
415-883-4621
www.marin-humane.org

Merrimack River Feline 
Rescue Society

P.O. Box 1176
Newburyport, MA 01950
978-462-0760
E-mail: mrfrs@mrfrs.org
www.mrfrs.org

Neponset Valley Humane Society
P.O. Box 544
Norwood, MA 02062
508-261-9924
E-mail: nvhs@conejo.com
www.conejo.com/nvhs.html

Operation Catnip
P.O. Box 141023
Gainesville, FL 32614
352-380-0940
www.operationcatnip.com

Operation Catnip
P.O. Box 90744
Raleigh, NC 27675
919-779-7247
www.operationcatnip.org

Orange County Animal Services 
2769 Americana Blvd.
Orlando, FL 32839
407-352-4390
Fax: 407-352-4388
www.onetgov.net/DEPT/GMER/

ANIMAL/

Peninsula Humane Society
12 Airport Blvd.
San Mateo, CA 94401
650-340-7022
www.peninsulahumanesociety.org

Rocky Mountain Alley Cat Alliance
(formerly Denver Alley Cat Allies)
P.O. Box 8393
Denver, CO 80201
303-623-0765 
www.catalliance.org

San Francisco SPCA (SF SPCA)
2500 16th St.
San Francisco, CA 94103-4213
415-554-3071
Fax: 415-432-7942
E-mail: publicinfo@sfspca.org
www.sfspca.org

TEAM Van
Tait’s Every Animal Matters
Donna Sicuranza
Executive Director
P.O. Box 591
Westbrook, CT 06498
For information: 860-399-5569
For appointments: 888-FOR-TEAM
Fax: 860-399-4530

Wake County Animal Shelter
820 Beacon Lake Dr. 
Raleigh, NC 27610
919-250-1475
www.co.wake.nc.us/animal/

default.htm
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