
Winter  2008, Volume 6, Issue 1

In This Issue
n N.J. Town Tries Humane Approach

n Seeking Fewer Goose 
Conflicts in Oregon

n How as Important as What 

n USFWS Regulations Update

The score in Scotia, N.Y.?
Canada Geese—2, Naysayers—0.
With acres of manicured multipurpose
fields, a 60-acre lake encompassing a
designated “wildlife forever” island,
and proximity to the Mohawk River,
Collins Park in Scotia is an ideal
environment for people and geese
alike. Left largely unchecked, the
resident goose population grew to
almost 200 in the spring of 2006.

Although humane alternatives abound,
many communities resort to killing to
reduce the number of resident geese—a
plan that’s often ineffective. Scotia
officials adopted such a plan, which, in
May 2006, raised public outcry from
village residents and others across the
state and the nation. Despite our weekly
protests, our requests for humane, non-
lethal solutions, and the intense media
spotlight, the kill plan remained. So, Save
the Geese formed and took action.

Three Days Was All It Took
I arrived at Collins Park early Saturday
morning, June 3, 2006. As rain fell, I
joined fellow Save the Geese organizers
Laura and Matt Brown of Scotia and

volunteer Katrina Goldschmidt. We
counted almost 200 geese, the very
ones sentenced to death. Laura and
Matt took to the waters of Collins Lake
in a two-person kayak, while Katrina
and I patrolled the shore and the ball
fields. We ran, we paddled, we shouted,
we clapped—all in a concerted effort to
chase the geese out of Collins Park.

At noon, we joined the weekly rally
nearby. Even as the rain fell, dozens of
activists held signs protesting the kill plan.
We spread word that we were chasing
the geese away. And people listened.

For the remainder of the weekend and
into Monday, joined by additional volun-
teers with kayaks and border collies, we
chased the geese. As the sun set Monday,
we counted 18 geese.

And three days was all it took.

Goose People Unite
In the weeks that followed, reports of
goose sightings rallied our volunteers
to return to Collins Lake and the
Mohawk River. Our efforts made
headlines in local newspapers and
topped the nightly news broadcasts. 
We signed petitions and wrote elected

officials at the local, state, and federal
levels. Our message was simple—killing
isn’t the answer to manage the goose
population.

In mid-June, the geese began to molt.
The few remaining geese were left
vulnerable to being captured and killed.
Contracted to execute the village’s kill
plan, the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Wildlife Services monitored Collins Park
and the Mohawk River. After three weeks
of uncertainty, Wildlife Services and the
mayor of Scotia confirmed there would
be no killing.

From Grassroots to Grand Designs
DAVID GOLDSCHMIDT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAPITAL DISTRICT LEAGUE OF HUMANE VOTERS (AND A SAVE THE GEESE ORGANIZER)

GooseTracks Is Going Electronic! 
Following this issue, GooseTracks will be sent electronically. This will stretch
donor contributions and save forests for wild species. So, if you’re holding a
paper copy of this issue, please send us your e-mail address! Do you know
others who would like to get this newsletter? Have them submit their e-mail
addresses, too! 
Contact: Maggie Brasted, Director of Urban Wildlife Conflict Resolution
mbrasted@humanesociety.org • Phone: 301-548-7753 
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A year after finalizing a new regulatory
scheme for resident Canada geese
(GooseTracks, Summer 2006, Vol. 5,
Issue 1), USFWS clarified and slightly
modified these regulations. The full 
text is available on page 46403 in the
Aug. 20, 2007, Federal Register at
gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html. There are
two changes of interest to addling
programs. 

Under the 2006 regulations, private
landowners and public land managers
could addle on their properties without
a federal permit after registering on the
USFWS website. However, community-
wide addling programs had to get each
landowner to register—a barrier to wide
participation. The 2007 changes allow
homeowners’ associations and village,
town, municipal, and county
governments to register their entire
jurisdiction, get landowner permission
for addling on individual properties, 
and report the season’s outcome for the
jurisdiction. This simpler procedure will
make it much easier for community-
wide programs to recruit properties
where geese nest. 

USFWS also clarified the allowed
addling methods. The 2006 regulations

implied that only oiling
and nest destruction
(removing eggs and
nesting material) were
allowed. The 2007
changes clarify that
replacing eggs with
dummy eggs is also
allowed.  

Federal Registration 
Is Simple; However...
Most egg addling no
longer requires a permit
from USFWS; however,
each state continues to
control addling within its
boundaries. Twenty-two
states accept USFWS registration with
no additional requirements while eight
states accept USFWS registration with
additional state requirements. Ten
states don’t accept USFWS registration
but authorize addling themselves; three
states don’t accept USFWS registration
and aren’t authorizing addling. 

In South Carolina, one of these three
states, a law forbids tampering with
wild bird eggs. If the law is changed, as
seems likely in the 2008 state legislative

session, the state wildlife agency plans
to accept federal registration without
additional state requirements. The
remaining states either haven’t
provided information to USFWS (five
states) or aren’t covered by federal
regulations (Alaska and Hawaii). 

How do you know what’s what in
your state? The most comprehensive
summary source is available at
epermits.fws.gov/eRCGR/geSTC.aspx.
For the most current information,
contact your state wildlife agency.

Update: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Regulations 
2006 Regulations Modified/Clarified 
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