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The HSUS by the Numbers  (2007 Year-End Totals)

Members

Finances

Outreach

Members and Constituents

HSUS Online Community Members

Humane Society International Online Members

Staff

2007 Revenues

2007 Expenses

Amount Raised through Online Donations

Advocacy Actions by Online Members

Attendance at HSUS Training Courses and Workshops

Grants to Animal Care Partner Programs

Grant Awardees

HSUS Action in Cruelty Cases

Completed Covert Investigations

Animals Receiving Direct Care from The HSUS

Media Hits

Unique Visits to humanesociety.org

Videos Produced

Video Viewings on humanesociety.org

10,571,955
1,020,000

134,532
438

$120,552,973
$112,827,228

$5,472,000

2,400,000
14,201

$6,801,762
438
275

15
24,078
27,973

4,900,000
165

1,336,000



An Extraordinary Year

That helpless days-old puppy on the cover 
of this year’s annual report is just one of 

some 900 infant and adult dogs we rescued 
last fall from a dilapidated commercial 
breeding facility in Virginia. The rescue was  
a heartwarming outcome of our investigation 
that uncovered close to 1,000 puppy mills  
in a state not known to be a hub for this  
foul industry.

It was a small but satisfying victory in a year 
marked by extraordinary progress in our fight 
to combat cruelty whenever and wherever  
we find it—be it an industrial-scale factory 
farm breeding pets or pigs in America’s rural 
backwoods, or a blood-soaked fur market in 
China where thousands of dogs and cats are 
skinned alive.

While we at The Humane Society of the United 
States put boots on the ground and even our 
safety at risk, it is you members who make our 
work and our joint achievements possible.  
It is you who enable these victories—won in 
the field, in boardrooms, in the marketplace,  
in legislative bodies, and in elections.

In these pages that follow, you will read of  
the passage—in a single year—of 86 new 
state laws that benefit animals. You will learn 
of investigations of puppy mills and animal 
fighting syndicates, the trade in dogs and  
cats for their fur and meat, the arrests of 
lawbreakers and rescues of animals in peril, 
and much, much more.

If the founders of The HSUS could survey  
our situation today, they would surely be 
distressed by the persistence of old cruelties 
and the emergence of new ones. They would 
be amazed that dogfighting and cockfighting, 
fur trapping, inhumane slaughter, and captive 
hunting continue long after any remotely 
plausible defense could be offered for such 
depravities.

They would be appalled by new methods of 
industrial farming such as caging and cloning, 
and by perverse new methods of wildlife 
exploitation like hog-dog fighting, fox and 
coyote penning, shark finning, and other 
abuses they could not have imagined in the 
early 1950s.

When I took the helm of The HSUS in 2004,  
I vowed we would build on the foundation of 
an outstanding mainstream organization and 
make it better. To that end, we combined with 
The Fund for Animals, the Doris Day Animal 

League, and the Association of Veterinarians 
for Animal Rights.

These unions have allowed us to create many 
new departments and programs including 
Campaigns, Animal Protection Litigation, Equine 
Protection, Animals and Religion, and the 
Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association.

We have grown or retooled many long 
established units including Investigations, 
Communications, Humane Society Youth, 
Emergency Services, and Field Services. Top 
litigators, policy advocates, veterinarians, 
animal scientists, investigators, communications 
specialists, and disaster experts have been 
added, creating the most powerful and 
successful animal protection organization in 
the world.

Our founders are not around to share in  
these victories, but you and I continue their 
mission. We are grateful for your support  
and for your deep generosity. In return, you 
have my promise that we will confront cruelty 
in every dark corner we find it and create a 
better world for the animals, and for humanity.

Wayne Pacelle 
President & CEO 
The Humane Society of the United States

2



Top 10 Victories for Animals
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A federal felony animal fighting law is enacted. 

Louisiana and New Mexico, the last two holdout states, ban cockfighting.  

In scores of nationwide cockfight raids, 1,100 are arrested and 14,000 

game fowl seized.

Confidential information gathered by The HSUS 

spurs the successful investigation and prosecution of football star Michael 

Vick on dogfighting charges. In the subsequent national crackdown,  

485 arrests are made and more than 1,900 dogs confiscated.

Horse slaughter for human food exports ends 

in the U.S. as the last three equine abattoirs are forced to close. We now 

focus on ending the export of live horses to slaughter plants in Canada  

and Mexico.

Major U.S. and Canadian pork producers pledge 

to phase out extreme confinement crates for breeding pigs and veal calves. 

Oregon bans gestation crates for pregnant sows.

Wolfgang Puck, Burger King, Compass Group  

(the world’s largest food service provider), and others adopt reforms for 

more humane food sourcing.

Fielding our biggest disaster response since Hurricane 

Katrina, we save more than 1,000 animals from the imminent danger posed 

by the raging wildfires in Southern California.

The 27 nations of the European Union ban the import 

and export of dog and cat fur, capping an eight-year HSUS campaign. 

Our investigation of the Chinese fur industry widens: More designers and 

retailers go fur-free.

A major investigation into the growing puppy 

mill industry is launched and raids are conducted in partnership 

with law enforcement across the country. Hundreds of illegal breeding 

operations are documented and thousands of puppies and adult dogs 

rescued for adoption.

California bans the use of lead shot by hunters 

in the habitat of the endangered California condor. Our successful lawsuit 

against hunting in national wildlife refuges keeps untold numbers of animals 

safe in now-protected habitat.

The HSUS and the Association of Veterinarians 

for Animal Rights combine to launch the Humane Society 

Veterinary Medical Association, giving animals a powerful new voice.









No Borders in the Fight 
to Protect Animals

From shark finning to dog eating, whale killing 
to polar bear hunting, seal clubbing to 
elephant poaching, a seemingly endless array 
of cruel practices challenged The HSUS and 
Humane Society International (HSI) staff, who 
continued to make significant strides in their 
work to protect animals and people around 
the globe.

We brought relief to disaster victims in India, 
Nepal, Mexico, and Belize; helped farmers  
in Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Nicaragua 
improve care for their livestock and protect 
wildlife; and introduced the concept of 
humane reforms for factory farms in India 
and Brazil. We supported spay/neuter and 
humane animal control initiatives in more 
than 10 countries, and some 3.5 million 
people in six nations saw or heard our 
messages on protecting endangered species, 
conserving habitat, and ending the illegal 
wildlife trade.

Japan’s continuing refusal to halt its ruthless 
slaughter of whales and smaller cetaceans 
prompted us to strengthen our ongoing 
campaign to end the killing. The nation’s 
fourth-largest fisheries company, Kyokuyo, 
responded by halting the sale of whale  
and dolphin meat, and the government 
announced that it would scrap its plan to  
kill endangered humpback whales.

At two international meetings, we reversed  
a resolution backed by Japan, Norway,  
and Iceland calling for the resumption of 
commercial whaling; blocked efforts by Japan 
to strip great whales of their highest level of 
protection under a global endangered species 
treaty; and defeated Japan’s proposal to  
allow its coastal communities to resume 
commercial whaling.

c	hsi.org

We also…

•	 Secured a nine-year ban on the international 
commercial trade in elephant ivory.

•	 Prevailed upon a majority of nations to 
reject China’s bid for international approval 
of its tiger-breeding farms.

•	 Persuaded Beijing to halt its misguided 
policy of rounding up and killing pet dogs 
as a rabies control strategy.

•	 Fought off U.S. efforts to ease international 
restrictions on the export of bobcat skins 
for the fur trade.

•	 Pressured Iceland to end commercial 
whaling.

•	 Convinced the United Nations to encourage 
member countries to end shark finning.

•	 Won our lawsuit to maintain the integrity 
of the U.S. dolphin-safe label against a bid 
by the U.S. and Mexican governments to 
weaken protections.

•	 Conducted an undercover investigation 
into the Philippines’ cruel commercial 

trade in dog meat and gained passage of 
a groundbreaking new law to help crack 
down on the illegal practice.

•	 Persuaded Ethiopian authorities to cancel 
a planned mass street-dog poisoning 
program in Addis Ababa through strong 
international pressure from more than 6,000 
of our HSI online advocates.

•	 Helped secure a prohibition on the capture, 
keeping, and killing of chimpanzees in 
Sierra Leone and trained government 
officials in wildlife enforcement techniques 
to support the ban.

Philippine dogs destined to be killed for meat. The HSUS 
saved them.

Left: Dr. Michael Kennedy rescuing a crocodile in Indian disaster
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