
Making Your 
Horse Barn 
Fire Safe

Making Your 
Horse Barn 
Fire Safe



Co
ve

r: 
Ba

rn
 a

t t
he

 N
or

th
fie

ld
 M

ou
nt

 H
er

m
on

 S
ch

oo
l i

n 
Gi

ll,
 M

as
sa

ch
us

et
ts

 a
bl

az
e.

 ©
 C

ra
ig

 H
ef

ne
r, 

No
rth

fie
ld

 M
ou

nt
 H

er
m

on
 S

ch
oo

l



Introduction
BARN FIRES are one of any horse owner’s biggest nightmares.

In just a few minutes of heat, smoke, and fury, thousands of
dollars of saddles, bridles, hay, grain, and equipment can be lost
along with the barn.That your horse could be trapped inside is
almost too painful to imagine.

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) estimates that
from 1999 to 2000 there were an average of 5,800 structural fires 
in barns and other livestock facilities, causing an estimated $124.6
million in direct property damage. In addition to the loss of farm
buildings, agricultural equipment, and livestock, one person died 
and 34 others were injured in these fires.

Fifty years ago, farmland was plentiful and barns were widely
spaced. Now, as horses increasingly become part of the American
suburban scene, barns are constructed on properties with very 
little acreage and with neighboring barns and outbuildings in close
proximity. A barn or pasture fire may put any number of nearby
structures at risk.

Most barn fires are preventable, and too often they result from
negligence or apathy toward fire prevention. Many of us think that
posting a “No Smoking” sign is all that’s necessary to protect our
horses and barns, and unfortunately this is often the only technique
mentioned in horse husbandry texts. But you can—and should—
do much more than this to keep your barn and your horses safe 
from fire.
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