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U.S. Agencies' Collaboration 
Could Dramatically Reduce 
Animal Toxicity Testing 

Animal tests used to assess the safety of 
chemicals used in food, medicine, cosmetics 
and other products could largely be replaced by 

high-tech testing methods, according to a collaborative agreement announced 
by a coalition of U.S. government agencies.

The National Human Genome Research Institute (part of the National 
Institutes of Health), the National Toxicology Program, and the Environmental 
Protection Agency announced on February 14 a joint Memorandum of 
Understanding to develop non-animal methods of toxicity testing. The report 
outlining the proposal was published in the February 15 issue of the journal 
Science

The new methods, which are faster and are likely to be more accurate and far 
less expensive than traditional animal tests, include using robots, computer 
modeling, and the use of human cells grown on microtiter plates, to determine 
toxicity levels.

Photo Credit: Courtesy of NIH Chemical Genomics Center 
Sources: USA Today; The Washington Post; The BBC 
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Noteworthy

HB 2550, an Oklahoma bill that would 
have required animal shelters to provide 
dogs, cats and other animals to Class B 
dealers, was defeated by lawmakers on 
February 27. The state's current "pound 
seizure" law requires shelters to provide 
animals directly to research facilities 
and veterinary schools. Class B dealers 
are middlemen who gather animals 
through a variety of means and sell 
them to research institutions. Cases of 
Class B dealers obtaining animals by 
fraudulent means and abusing and 
neglecting the animals in their care 
have been widely publicized. more>> 
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Worldwide Movement 
Toward Alternative Testing 
Continues

Governments in Europe, Asia and North America are increasingly 
investigating and adopting non-animal tests methods, collaborating with other 
nations to develop non-animal tests, and promoting international acceptance 
of alternative methods.

On February 13, European Union Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas 
said in a statement that the European Commission will push for worldwide 
acceptance of alternative testing methods. The E.U. has already committed to 
a ban on animal-tested cosmetics beginning in 2009. 

The announcement came one day before three U.S. government agencies 
presented a plan to develop "high-throughput," non-animal testing methods. 
[See the lead story in this issue] . According to Robert Kavlock, director of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's National Center for Computational 
Toxicology, international collaboration and acceptance of alternative testing 
methods•are critical to the plan.  

In Korea, the National Institute of Toxicological Research, part of the nation's 
Food and Drug Administration, said that it will actively seek alternatives to 
animal testing in cooperation with other Asian countries. An international 
symposium was held in Korea on February 29 to jump start the collaborative 
effort. 

Source: Korea.net; Chemical Regulation Reporter, Feb. 25, 2008, 
www.bna.com/products/ens/chem.htm 

 
 

will no longer live at the University of 
California, Davis's veterinary hospital. 
Instead, community residents will be 
asked to volunteer their dogs to provide 
blood regularly. Previously, canine 
blood providers lived in captivity at the 
hospital for several years and were then 
adopted. The hospital will continue to 
keep its colony of 26 blood-providing 
cats. more>>

•

 

 

http://www.hsus.org/ecommunity/arnamarch2008.html (2 of 3) [4/18/2008 10:48:29 AM]



http://www.hsus.org/ecommunity/arnamarch2008.html

Virtual Dissection Software 
Launched 

The world's first virtual frog dissection software for biology education is now 
available. V-Frog, a 3-D simulation developed by Tactus Technologies, allows 
students to complete an interactive dissection using a standard computer and 
mouse. The software is designed for grades 7-12 and advanced placement 
biology students. 

V-Frog's entrance into the market comes at a time when awareness about 
dissection alternatives among students is growing. Recently, Elijah Sharma, a 
junior at Guilderland High School in Guilderland Center, NY, successfully 
lobbied school officials to provide an alternative to dissection for students who 
object on ethical or religious grounds. In February, another student, Douglas 
Vargo, a freshman at Lunenburg High School in Lunenburg, MA, petitioned 
his school board to ban dissection. Although the effort failed, Vargo 
succeeded in raising awareness about dissection among students, teachers 
and school administrators. 

Sources: Newswire; Worcester Telegram & Gazette; PETA
•
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