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Chimpanzees Used in 
Research Retire to 
Sanctuary 

One male and six female 
chimpanzees previously used in 
biomedical research have been 
retired to a sanctuary in 

Washington state. Annie, Foxie, Jamie, Jody, Missy, 
Negra and Burrito, who range in age from 25 to 35, 
arrived at the non-profit Chimpanzee Sanctuary 
Northwest•in Cle Elum, WA on June 13. 

The chimpanzees had been living at Buckshire 
Corporation in Perkasie, Pennsylvania, a private 
laboratory and quarantine facility licensed to provide 
animals for research. According to reports, the 
chimpanzees, five of whom are believed to have been 
born at the facility, lived in a windowless basement and 
were used in hepatitis B vaccine research and for 
breeding. Buckshire, which supplies many species of 
primates for research, will no longer house 
chimpanzees. 

The use of chimpanzees in research is on the decline, a 
trend attributed to increasing ethical concerns and the 
realization that chimpanzees are poor research models 
for human diseases like HIV/AIDS. Over the past 
several years, hundreds of federally and privately 
owned chimpanzees have been permanently retired. 
The Great Ape Protection Act, introduced in April 2008, 
seeks to stop invasive research and testing on all of the 
approximately 1,200 chimpanzees living in American 
laboratories and retire to sanctuary the nearly 600 of 
these animals who are owned by the federal 
government. 

Photo Credit: Chimpanzee Sanctuary Northwest 
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Noteworthy 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture has ruled that an 
incident resulting in the 
death of a Cynomolgus 
Macaque monkey at a drug 
research facility did not 
violate the Animal Welfare 
Act. The incident occurred in 
November 2007 when 
workers at SNBL USA in 
Everett, WA failed to remove 
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Farm Bill Increases 
Penalties for Animal 
Welfare Act Violators 

The maximum allowable fine for 
violations of the Animal Welfare 
Act (AWA) was increased from 
$2,500 to $10,000 through a 

provision of the Farm Bill, which became law on May 22 
when Congress overrode President Bush's veto of the 
legislation. The AWA provision was included in the Farm 
Bill at the request of Reps. Steve Israel (D-N.Y.) and 
Mike Doyle (D-Pa.). 

A 2005 audit by the U.S. Department of Agiculture's 
Inspector General found that the maximum penalty for 
violating the AWA had not been increased in more than 
20 years and was considered by violators to be a cost 
of doing business rather than a deterrent. 

Source: The HSUS

•
 

EU Promises to Speed Up Acceptance of Alternatives 

In response to pressure from Members of the European Parliament 
(MEPs), the European Commission has promised to implement more 
efficient procedures for the regulatory acceptance of validated 
alternative methods. MEPs were troubled when Humane Society 
International informed them that, while implementing regulations for 
the REACH chemicals law, the Commission had omitted a number of 

animal replacement and reduction measures endorsed by the European Centre for the 
Validation of Alternative Methods (ECVAM). REACH is the European Community regulation 
that deals with registration, evaluation, authorization and restriction of chemical 
substances. 

Instead of automatically accepting ECVAM-endorsed tests for regulatory purposes, the 
Commission prefers to seek international consensus on tests through the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). However, this process usually takes 
upwards of three years, whereas EU law stipulates that adoption of non-animal test 
methods should take place "as soon as possible." 

The Commission has acknowledged the inefficiency of its current internal procedures and 
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those of the OECD, and has committed to "simplify and accelerate" procedures. At the EU 
level, this will include a reduction in the number of steps in the process, and the 
introduction of fixed deadlines for feedback from EU member country authorities. In the 
event of "unreasonable" delays at the OECD, the EU will move ahead with regulatory 
acceptance on its own. 

Photo Credit: Courtesy of NIH Chemical Genomics Center  
Sources: Humane Society International; Royal Society of Chemistry

 
•2008 The Humane Society of the United States, 2100 L St, NW, Washington, DC 20037. All rights reserved.

Animal Research News & Analysis is produced by the Animal Research Issues section of The Humane Society of 
the United States. It is a free, electronic newsletter that provides up-to-date news stories and interpretive 

analyses on the use of animals in research, testing, and education. To subscribe, or for more information, please 
visit our website. To unsubscribe, please send an e-mail including the words, "Unsubscribe: Animal Research 

News" in the subject line and your first and last name in the body of the message.

file:///C|/Documents and Settings/dguinnessy/Desktop/FINAL JULY ARNA.html (4 of 4) [7/15/2008 3:23:56 PM]

http://www.hsus.org/press_and_publications/press_releases/european_union_resolution_animal_test_.html
http://www.rsc.org/chemistryworld/News/2008/May/28050801.asp
http://www.hsus.org/animals_in_research/general_information_on_animal_research/subscribe_to_the_animal_research_news_analysis_newsletter/
mailto:ari@hsus.org

