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UConn Told to Return NIH February 2008

Funds

Citing animal welfare violations, the National In This |

Institutes of Health (NIH) has ordered the n This issue

University of Connecticut (UConn) Health

Center to return $65,000 in federal grant money UConn Told to Return NIH Funds
that financed research on how the brain controls
eye movements. The experiments, led by a neurologist, involved drilling holes Monkey's Death Prompts Calls For
into rhesus monkeys' skulls and implanting steel coils into their brains. Prosecution

Earlier this year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) levied a $5,532
fine on the health center for seven Animal Welfare Act violations found during
inspections in 2006 and 2007. Violations included a failure to handle animals

5-Year Plan Targets The 3Rs

"in @ manner that did not cause stress, trauma, and unnecessary discomfort,”
inadequately trained staff, the use of outdated drugs and animal food, and

unclean conditions. Two of the three monkeys involved in the research died. Noteworthy

The NIH's action came in response to a complaint by former UConn graduate With an E.U. ban on animal testing for
student Justin Goodman. Complaints by Goodman, now a research associate cosmetics set to begin in March 2009,
for People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, also prompted the USDA work is underway to develop high-tech
Inspections. alternatives that are both effective and

inexpensive. Researchers are betting
that non-animal methods, such as
human cells and molecules on glass
chips, synthetic skin substitutes and
computer simulations, will mimic human
reactions to toxins and reduce - and
may eventually replace - the use of
animals in testing. more>>

Corrections: The original version of this story included two
incorrect references. The experiments involved implanting steel
coils into the rhesus monkeys' eyes, not their brains. The
violations that were cited by the USDA and which led to the NIH
fine were misstated. The actual violations were: Causing
unnecessary trauma and physical harm to animals, failure to
give animals sufficient sedatives for invasive procedures, and
failure to painlessly euthanize animals in severe and chronic

distress.
Virtual labs have replaced animal

dissections in hybrid biology and
anatomy/physiology courses at the New
2008, www.courant.com York City College of Technology, where
professors use a combination of
animations, videos, interactive software

Sources: The Daily Campus; The Hartford Courant, January 25,
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Monkey's Death Prompts
Calls For Prosecution

A cynomolgus macaque monkey at a drug
research facility died when workers failed to
remove her from her cage before placing it into
an automatic rack washer that uses 180-degree
water. The incident, reported by undercover

investigators for KIRO-TV in Seattle, took place in November 2007 at SNBL

USA in Everett, WA.

According to KIRO-TV, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) indicated
that they were investigating the monkey's death and that SNBL USA had "a
pattern of non-compliance” with the Animal Welfare Act.

KIRO-TV also reported that former SNBL USA employees allege additional
animal welfare violations at the facility, including animal handlers spraying
acid on monkeys and intentionally dropping cages while monkeys were inside
in order to disorient the animals and make them more cooperative during
experiments.

At the urging of The HSUS, local authorities are actively investigating the cage
washing incident to assess whether criminal charges under the state's animal
cruelty laws are appropriate, in addition to potential USDA penalties.

Sources: KIRO-TV; United Press International
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Further reducing, refining and replacing the use of animals in regulatory
testing and research is the aim of a new 5-year plan that was unveiled on
February 5 at a symposium marking the 10-year anniversary of the U.S.
Interagency Coordinating Committee on the Validation of Alternative Methods
(ICCVAM). The Congressionally mandated plan outlines ICCVAM's priority

targets, which include animal testing for ocular toxicity, dermal toxicity, acute
toxicity, and biological products.

"The animal protection community has been disappointed with the pace of
progress in the validation and regulatory acceptance of alternative testing
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and Wikis to create personal and
flexible learning experiences for
students. "We're offering the YouTube
generation an antidote to a ‘dry’
textbook and limited labs," said a co-
creator of the courses. more>>
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methods in the U.S. compared to Europe," according to HSUS's Martin
Stephens. "We are looking to ICCVAM and its new plan to help accelerate
progress in the U.S."

ICCVAM is a permanent interagency committee composed of representatives
from 15 government agencies. With the help of its sister organization, the
National Toxicology Program Interagency Center for the Evaluation of
Alternative Toxicological Methods, ICCVAM promotes the development,
validation, and regulatory acceptance of scientifically sound new, revised, and
alternative testing methods.

Source: National Institutes of Health; Environment News

Service
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Animal Research News & Analysis is produced by the Animal Research Issues section of The Humane Society of the United States. It is a free, electronic
newsletter that provides up-to-date news stories and interpretive analyses on the use of animals in research, testing, and education. To subscribe, or for more

information, please visit our website. To unsubscribe, please send an e-mail including the words, "Unsubscribe: Animal Research News" in the subject line
and your first and last name in the body of the message.

file:///C|/Documents and Settings/dguinnessy/Desktop/Untitled-1.html (3 of 3) [4/15/2008 5:31:21 PM]


http://www.nih.gov/news/health/feb2008/niehs-05.htm
http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/feb2008/2008-02-05-091.asp
http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/feb2008/2008-02-05-091.asp
http://www.hsus.org/animals_in_research/general_information_on_animal_research/subscribe_to_the_animal_research_news_analysis_newsletter/
mailto:ari@hsus.org

	Local Disk
	file:///C|/Documents and Settings/dguinnessy/Desktop/Untitled-1.html


