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1. Call for Nominations for the 2005 Animal Welfare Enhancement Awards

The Animal Welfare Institute (AWI) and the Johns Hopkins Center for Alternatives to Animal
Testing (CAAT) are calling for proposals for the 2005 Animal Welfare Enhancement Awards.
Up to 12 awards will be bestowed for studies intended to advance the welfare of laboratory
animals through improvements in animal housing, handling and/or experimental conditions.
Each award is for $6,000. All laboratory personnel, including laboratory and animal
technicians, are eligible. The submission deadline is November 1, 2004.

Source: Altweb (http://altweb.jhsph.edu/news/2004/june/20040614a.htm)

2. Drug Companies Funding Animal-based Research & Training in the UK

Three of the world’s largest pharmaceutical companies are donating £4m to British universities
for medical research and training involving animals. GlaxoSmithKline, AstraZeneca, and Pfizer
have stated that their donation is intended to get British pharmaceutical companies back into
animal testing in a public way. This comes in the wake of aggressive and high-profile
campaigning by animal rights groups, which reportedly has left several companies hesitant to
invest in UK research. Part of the £4m would be awarded over 4 years and would go to training
graduate students in how to conduct animal experiments. The British Pharmacological Society
stated the donation would have a “significant impact” on the money available to conduct
medical research at universities. The donations are sure to anger the British animal protection
community.

Source: Financial Times (http://news.ft.com/home/us)
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3. Amendments to the Animal Welfare Act Regulations

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has amended the Animal Welfare Act Regulations
concerning animal dealers. The amendments focus on license fees, applications, renewals and
terminations; registration and recordkeeping requirements; and the procurement of dogs, cats,
and other animals from Class A, B, and C dealers. The changes stem from an August, 2000
USDA notice soliciting comments on an agency proposal. Nearly 400 comments were received
by the end of the extended comment period. The amendments took effect on August 13, 2004.

Source: USDA (http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ac/Kitchensink.pdf)

4. Switzerland Releases 2003 Animal Research Statistics

According to recently released statistics, 475,445 animals were used in experiments in
Switzerland during 2003, a 2.2% decrease from 2002. Mice and rats were the most commonly
used species. Noteworthy changes in species patterns from the previous year include a 88%
increase in the use of amphibians and reptiles (to 3,634), a 44% increase in the use of sheep (to
1,485), a 68% decrease in the use of bovines (to 1,734), and a 51% decrease in the use of
hamsters (to 1,258). Seventy two percent of the animals experienced little or no suffering, 24%
moderate suffering, and 4% very severe suffering (these figures are similar to what was reported
in 2002). Over two-thirds of the animal use occurred in industry (71%) and 29% in universities
and hospitals.

Source: Swiss Federal Veterinary Office, 2003 Statistics
(http://www.bvet.admin.ch/0_navigation-d/0_index-intern.html)

5. Animal Welfare Controversy at the AVMA Convention

The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) prohibited the Association of
Veterinarians for Animal Rights (AVAR) from exhibiting at the AVMA’s annual convention in
Philadelphia in July. The move followed AVAR signing on to a June 215t New York Times
advertisement with other animal groups, accusing the AVMA of betraying farm animals. The
full page ad, “Has anyone betrayed more animals than the American Veterinary Medical
Association?”, condemned the AVMA for refusing to take a stand against certain farm animal
practices, including forced molting of laying hens and confinement of pregnant sows and veal
calves. AVAR had exhibited at past AVMA annual conventions.

At the July convention, AVMA'’s House of Delegates passed a resolution on forced molting and
referred a resolution on foie gras production to the AVMA’s Animal Welfare Committee for
further study. Also, AVMA President Bonnie Beaver told the Delegates that the AVMA should
establish a Division of Animal Welfare. According to the AVMA Bulletin, the “public and animal
industry want and expect the AVMA to show leadership on animal welfare issues, yet the
Association has tended to resist that role, Dr. Beaver said.” Further, “Dr. Beaver ... said the
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Association must be careful not to let its ties to animal industries cloud its objectivity when
considering welfare policies.”

Sources: ABC News (http://abcnews.go.com/wire/US/ap20040723_2044.html); AVAR
(http://www.avar.org/avmabooth.html); AVMA Bulletin, July 30, 2004
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~~Please feel free to forward this newsletter to a colleague or friend whom you
think may be interested in receiving it.~~
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