ARNA September 2005

WANTMAERESEARGHINEWSTRFANALYSIS

(AR R R AR R R R R R R RN R R R RN R LR RN R YRR R R R R R R RN RN R RN RN =
1

i
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Animals Die as a Result of
y * , Hurricane Katrina In this issue...
. ﬁi Thousands of animals at research Thousands of Research
'ﬁﬁ' facilities in Louisiana died in the Animals Die...

aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, which struck on August
29th. Facilities reporting considerable losses include

. : : Chimpanzee Genome
Louisiana State University (LSU) School of Health

Sciences and Tulane Medical School, both in the New SERLETLTA

Orleans area. According to LSU spokespersons, all of

the Health Sciences Center's 8,000 research animals U.S. Animal Use Statistics,
perished, including mice, rabbits, dogs, and primates. 2004...

While some animals drowned, others died from lack of
food and water, and the rest were euthanized because
they could not be relocated. At Tulane, volunteers at
the main campus found some animals still alive after
the hurricane. They removed 175 boxes of transgenic
mice to the Tulane Primate Center and euthanized the
rest. Some animals at Tulane's Medical Center campus
were also found still alive; they were fed and watered.
Volunteers were to return the next day and remove
more animals, and euthanize the rest.

Culture Wars at a Guinea
Pig Farm...

Class "B" Animal Dealers...

Noteworthy...

The International Society for

Any institutions that had Public Health Service Regulatory Toxicology and

"assurances" at the time of the hurricane will have to Frztimzizalzeyy will 1ost @
report animal deaths to the National Institutes of Work_shop on Progres_s and
Health's Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW). Barriers to Incorporating
These reports will provide a more complete picture of AlirrnEifve Uedelioel el
the toll on research animals of the flooding, power Methods in the U.S.", to be
losses, hot weather, and abandonment by facility held N(_)vemb.er 17 and 18,
personnel. According to Dr. Martin Stephens, HSUS vice 2005, in Baltimore, MD. For
president for animal research issues, "In light of the more information on the
loss of animal life with Hurricane Katrina, research w_o_rkshop and to _reg|ster,
facilities should review their disaster plans and ensure visit http://www.isrtp.org.
that workable plans are in place to preclude disaster-
related animal suffering and death." InterNICHE has announced
its 2005 Humane Education
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Sources: The Boston Globe, Sept. 10; The
Chronicle of Higher Education, Sept. 7; The
Mercury News, Sept. 13.

Chimpanzee Genome
Sequencing Raises Issues
about Chimp Research

The recent sequencing of the
chimpanzee's genome, announced
in Nature, underscores the similarity between these
animals and humans. Pan troglodytes and Homo
sapiens have 98% of their DNA in common, and share
almost all of our genes. The two species now also share
the same taxonomic family, Hominidae. Some scientists
see these similarities as reasons to step up research on
chimpanzees for the benefit of humans. However, two
scientists from the University of California, San Diego,
urged caution. Writing in the same issue of Nature,
they argued that, "The study of great apes should
follow ethical principles generally similar to those for
current studies on human subjects who cannot give
informed consent.” They add, "The time has come to
establish broadly accepted guidelines for systematic,
humane and ethical studies of captive great ape
populations that also contribute to the well-being of the
apes themselves."

Ironically, only days before the calls for more
biomedical research on chimpanzees in light of the
genome sequencing, animal protectionists from around
the world put forward a resolution calling upon all
relevant stakeholders to develop a plan to end the use
of non-human primates (including chimpanzees) in
biomedical research and testing. The resolution was
announced at the 5th World Congress on Alternatives
and Animal Use in the Life Sciences, where it was
supported by Jane Goodall and other scientists in
attendance (see ARNA, August 2005). The United
States is one of the few countries that still use
chimpanzees in research. The Humane Society of the
United States fully supports the resolution and has
urged that the approximately 1,300 chimpanzees
currently used in laboratories be retired to federally
funded sanctuaries, such as Chimp Haven in Louisiana.

Awards to replace harmful
animal use in biological
science and medical and
veterinary medical
education. Proposals are
invited from all countries;
20,000 Euros will be split
among successful proposals.
Inquiries should be directed
to coordinator@interniche.

org.

Coaltion for
Consumer
Information on
Cosmetics

' an
Humane Education

Loan Program
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