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Mr. James L. Caswell
 
Director
 
Bureau of Land Management
 
1949 C. Street, NW
 
Washington, D.C. 20240
 

Dear Director Caswell: 

We continue to be concerned about your agency's proposal to deal with problems facing 
the Bureau of Land Management's Wild Horse and Burro Program by defaulting to a policy of 
mass euthanization of thousands of healthy horses. As recently as November 17, the Wild Horse 
Advisory Board and the BLM continue to support masseuthanization, even considering options 
to expand sale authority in ways that will lead to the extermination of more horses. The policy is 
not a solution - it is a failure. 

A recent report by the Government Accountability Office (GAO), entitled "Bureau of 
Land Management Effective Long-Term Options Needed to Manage Unadoptable Wild Horses" 
(GAO-09-77) found fundamental problems with the BLM's Wild Horse and Burro program. The 
agency must tackle these underlying issues, and explore new options in managing wild horses 
and burros, before killing 30,000 healthy horses. 

According to the 2008 GAO report, BLM uses aggressive, poorly-managed removals as 
the primary method for managing horses. As a result, BLM now has more horses in holding 
facilities than in the wild and expends more than two-thirds of the program's budget to care for 
horses collected with no long-term plan for their care or adoption. 

Moreover, the horses currently housed in the BLM's holding centers should likely not 
have been removed from the range in the first place. In a 1990 GAO report - Rangeland 
Management: Improvements Needed in Federal Wild Horse Program (GAO/RCED-90-1l0), the 
GAO found that the BLM lacked the data to determine the number of wild horses the range can 
support. The 2008 report found that the BLM had updated its polices but continues to use an 
inaccurate method to determine wild horse populations and has yet to provide specific formal 
guidance to field offices to set Appropriate Management Levels (AMLs). 
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Finally, BLM must work with Congress and stakeholders to engage in a long overdue 
reformation of the entire wild horse and burro management program. Although the Washington 
Post reports that a private citizen offered to rescue the wild horses currently in BLM holding 
facilities, this is a temporary solution to a long term problem. We look forward to working with 
you to resolve these challenges more permanently. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 


